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Objective
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Conclusions

• Interviews with Individuals with 
ultrasound detected fetal 
anomalies who were offered 
genetic counseling were eligible 
(IRB #20-3411). 

• All interviews were performed by 
race-concordant interviewers.

• Interviews were based on the 
NIMHD Research Framework, 
focusing on healthcare system 
domains.

• We also explored domains relevant 
to a genetics and prenatal 
diagnosis context. Such domains 
included: 
• Perceptions of genetic 

counseling at time of diagnosis, 
including respect, compassion, 
trust, and quality of information. 

• Experience of being offered or 
undergoing prenatal diagnosis 
including safety, privacy, and 
return of results. 

• A rapid qualitative analysis was 
performed on transcripts by AT, 
KSA, and ASD with formal analysis 
ongoing. 

• Disparities in access to and use of 
prenatal genetic diagnostic 
strategies are well documented 
for Black pregnant people. 

• In addition, racism and its impact 
on disparate maternal-fetal 
outcomes is an increasingly 
important area of study and 
advocacy. 

• There are few studies assessing 
the experiences of Black pregnant 
people when they are offered 
prenatal diagnostic testing in the 
setting of ultrasound detected 
fetal anomalies. 

Methods

Black pregnant people described 
experiences of racism in healthcare, 
rushed experience with diagnosis and 
decisions, and need for self advocacy. 
These issues likely contribute to 
disparities in use of prenatal genetic 
and genomic technologies and are 
central to improving access to this care. 

• The objective of this study is to 
describe the experiences of 
Black pregnant people who were 
offered prenatal diagnosis for 
ultrasound diagnosed fetal 
anomalies and identify 
healthcare processes to better 
support needs of this group. 

• 15 individuals who self-identify 
as Black race and ethnicity were 
interviewed. 

• Median age of participants was 
28, IQR 20-37. 

• 6 of 13 participants elected to 
proceed with prenatal diagnosis 
based on ultrasound findings. 

• 12 of 13 participants were in the 
postpartum period during 
interview. 

• 5 of 13 individuals experienced 
fetal or neonatal loss. 

Figure 1. Emerging Themes & Example 
Quotations


